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IBan OpecroBu4 Ilapyouak

Kageopa nybniunoeo ynpasninus i aominicmpyeanus

JIvgiscokuil HayioHanbHUll YHiGepcumem 6emepuHapHoi MeouyuHu ma 0iomexron02iu
imeni C. 3. I'ocuyvrozo

JIveig, Yrpaina

MICHEBE TAPTHEPCTBO AK IHCTPYMEHT CTUMYJIFOBAHHS
PO3BUTKY CIVIbCbKUX PAMOHIB YKPAIHU

AHoTauif. ¥V Haykogomy 00CniodiceHHi po32nsA0aomvCsa WIAXU Mad cmpamezii 8UKOPUCAHHSA
Micyegoeo napmuepcmea 015 GUPIUEHHs NpodieM po3euUmKy Cintbcokux mepumopii. Cioou 6xoosmv
nepesazu ma eKOHOMIYHI, 3aKOHOO0ABYI U COYIATbHI OOMENCEHHS K NPUHYUNU BUKOPUCHAHHS
Micyesux napmuepcmes Oiisk pO36UMKY CilbCokux mepumopitl Yxpainu. OCHOBHI eKOHOMIUHI 8U200U
ompuMyons 3a80AKU CYKVHHUM pecypcam, KOONEPayiuHill OislbHOCMI, 3MEHUIEHHIO DUUKIS,
sauHamocmi ma ougepcuixayii 00xo0ig i eumpam Hacenenus. Ilepeeacu 6npoBad’cenHs Micyesux
napmuepcme Noasearomsy y 3acmMoCcy8aHHi HOpMamueHoi basu, aKa € eqbekmuenoro ona peanizayii
npoexmy ma CHPUSHHSA 3POCHAHHIO CLIbCLKUX Mepumopitl y tio2o NOCMIHOMY 800CKOHANEHHI Ha
RIOMPUMKY MICYeBUX NPOEKMI8 MINCHAPOOHUMU OPEaHI3ayIsiMU HA MIdCHapooHomy pieHi. CoyianbHi
nepesazu Micyego2o NapmMHEPCMea BUSHAYAOMbCS U020 BUKOPUCMAHHAM K OCHOBO 0Jis IHHOBAYil
Yy CLIbCbKill Micyegocmi, 3 Memoio NOKpawjeHHs 000poOymy, GUDIUEHHS 3Q2aNbHUX MICYeux
npobrem, Hadymms neped06o2o 00csiody, 3abe3nedens: IHpHOPMAYIHO-KOMYHIKAMUGHUX CUCEM Ma
iHGhopmayiinux pecypcie I 3axucmy IHmMepecie MiCyesux mosapucme Had HAYIOHATLHOMY DIGHL.
Bubiprosuii xapaxmep npoexmis Mmicyeso2o napmHepcmed, HUsbKull iHpopmMamueHull pieeHb ma
HeOOCMamHsi NIOMPUMKA  MICYUEBUX Op2anié 61adu, HeOOCMAMmHIll pPO3SUMOK IHopmayiiHo-
KOMYHIKAMUBHUX CUCTEM V CIIbCbKI MICYesoCmi, wo 3HUNCYIOMb DI6eHb MOOIIbHOCMI OesIKUX
¢axmopie 6upoOHUYMEA Ma MAOMb HE2AMUGHULL 6NAUE HA 000pobym, — 6ce ye GUHAHAE
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0bMedHCeH ST BUKOPUCIAHHS MICYesUX NapmHepCme Ha HayioOHaibHoMY pieHi. OCHOBHO NPUYUHOINO
BUKOPUCIMAHHA MICYe8020 NapmHepcmea Ol CIMUMYII08AHHS CLIbCbKO20 3DOCMAHHA 68 VKpaiui €
niompumka adanmayii 00 3MiH 8 A2PAPHOMY CeKMOpi, 00 €OHAHUX 2POMAOAX, HABKOTUUHLOMY
cepedosuui, 006pobymi, wo nocmpaxcoanu 6i0 esponeticokoi inmeepayii. Ceped npuHyunie
BIPOBAONCEHHST MICUEB020 NAPMHEPCMEA Y 6CIX CIIbCbKUX PAlioHax YKpaiuu € 6iOKpumicmo, pieHi
npasa 6cix napmuepis, 6andyxicicmb 00 NOAMUKU, MOYHICMb Ma HPO30PICHb, AKMUGHICHb MA
iHmezpayis, CHilbHA EeKOHOMIYHA MaA COYIAIbHA BION08I0anbHICMb napmuepcmed. Y cmammi
PO32TA0AIOMbC  emany  NOCTI008HO20  8NPOBAONCEHH MICUe8020 NApPMHepPCmed y CLIbCHKill
Micyesocmi: diaeHOCMUKA THMEPeCi8 3aYiKaIeHUX CIOPIH Ma 008K, NIAHYBAHHS NAPMHEPCMEA,
cmpameziyni  niocmasu Ol NAPMHEPCMEd, peanizayis napmiHepcmed, MOHIMOPUHe emanie
napmuepcmea ma AKOCmi pe3yIbmamis 3a YimKuMu Kpumepiamu, Cmpameziune NapmHepcmeo
RIOMPUMYBATYU WUPOKULL MA SHYUKUL CHeKmP OISIbHOCIE NPOMS2oM 00820CPOKOB020 NePiody.

KurouoBi cjioBa: 1nep)kaBHO-TIpHBATHE ITapTHEPCTBO, CIIBIparsd, €KOHOMiuHa Oe3reka,
(hiHaHCOBA MIATPUMKA.
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LOCAL PARTNERSHIP AS A TOOL FOR STIMULATING THE
DEVELOPMENT OF RURAL AREAS OF UKRAINE

Abstract. The scientific research deals with the ways and strategies of using local partnerships
to address the challenges of rural development. These include the advantages and economic,
law-based and social restrictions as well as the principles of using local partnerships for rural
development of Ukraine. The main economic benefits raise due to the aggregated resources,
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cooperation activities, risk reduction, employment and diversification of income and expenditures
of the population. The advantages of local partnerships implementation lie in the application of
the normative framework that is efficient for the project’s implementation and promotion of the
rural growth, in its continuous improvement, in support of the local projects by international
organizations on the international level. Social advantages of the local partnerships are
determined by its usage as the base for innovations on the rural areas with the aims to improve
the welfare, solve common local issues, gain the advanced experience, provide informative-
communicative systems and informative resources and secure the interests of local societies at
the national level. The selective character of local partnership projects, low-informative level
and insufficient support of local authorities, insufficient development of informative-
communicative systems in the rural areas that lower the mobility level of some factors of
production and have negative impact on the welfare — all determine restrictions of using local
partnerships at the national level. The main reason to use the local partnership for stimulating
the rural growth in Ukraine is to support the adaptations to changes in the agrarian sector,
united communities, environment, welfare affected by European integration. Among the
principles of the local partnership implementation on all rural areas of Ukraine are openness,
equal rights of all partners, indifference to politics, accuracy and transparence, activity and
integration, common economic and social responsibility of partnership. The paper examines
stages of the successive local partnership implementation on rural areas: diagnosis of the
interests of stakeholders and environment, partnership planning, strategic grounds for
partnership, partnership implementation, monitoring the stages of partnership and quality of the
results by precise criteria, strategic partnerships support a wide and flexible range of activities
for the long-term period.

Keywords: public-private partnership, cooperation, economic security, financial support.

INTRODUCTION

Deepening European integration opens new opportunities for the activities intensification
in rural areas of the regions, as evidenced by the positive experience of EU countries (J.
Banski, M. Mazur [1])); (P. Chromy, V. Jancak, M. Marada, T. Havlicek [2]).
Development of rural areas of Ukraine is an uneven, asynchronous and disproportionate
process, as evidenced by research results of S. Ivanov, M. Rogoza, K. Vergal [3], V.
Melnyk, O. Pogrishchuk [4]. Given the dynamism of the external environment, there is a
need to study the latest factors, forms, prerequisites and parameters of activating the
overcoming of disparities in rural development in terms of integration and convergence,
which affects economic security of Ukraine. Local partnership is one of the most
effective mechanisms for overcoming the asymmetry of rural development.

The study of the local partnership phenomenon in the context of intensifying the
development of rural areas is largely considered in the works of foreign scientists, such
as M. Moseley [5], E. Schauppenlehner-Kloyber [6], J. Benington, M. Geddes [7]. In
current conditions of decentralization in Ukraine, the issue of using local partnership in
the regional development system remains out of the attention of domestic researchers,
only some aspects of it are covered. In particular, local partnership in rural areas is
studied in the context of the adaptation of European models of local partnership to
national legislation in the paper of N. Martynova [8; 9]. The most well-known
theoretically described and practically implemented forms of the local partnerships
functioning for rural development are the models of the European program, namely
Leader I, Leader II, Leader+ (local groups of actions) [8]. According to the European
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practice, public involvement in solving rural development problems, provided by this
program, on the principle of “bottom-up” by selecting the most promising programs for
the human development gave impetus to their development and economic growth, and
the local partnership model proved effective. However, despite the significant
accumulated global and, in particular, European, experience in the field of rural
development, principles, approaches and models of using local partnership for rural
economy still remain a novelty in the Ukrainian reality. The asymmetry of rural
development is due to the action of its various material factors, as well as the conflict of
interests of agrarian economy. Excessive centralization, over-regulation of the business
environment and insufficient support for small businesses are the main reasons for the
asymmetry of rural development in Ukraine. The presence of disparities in the
development of rural areas of the regions is also comprehensively influenced by the
demographic situation, unfavorable age structure of the population, outflow of the
working age population abroad, infrastructural problems that level the quality of life in
rural areas. For the younger generation, the main reason for unwillingness to stay and
work in rural areas is the lack of employment with adequate wages [10].

In this regard, the research objective is to substantiate the advantages and
limitations of using local partnership, principles and motives for its implementation to
enhance rural development, as well as determine the main stages of the consistent
implementation of local partnership in rural areas of Ukraine [11].

1. CHARACTERIZATION OF LOCAL PARTNERSHIP AS A SPECIAL TYPE
OF TIES AND RELATIONS

The problem of asymmetric distribution of benefits and advantages requires the adoption
of collective measures in rural areas aimed at a fairer distribution of the effect. One of the
mechanisms of the rural development intensification in the conditions of limited financial
resources is local partnership, as a specific type of connections and relations, which
arises as a result of the cooperation for the implementation of the common interests of
individual subjects of rural areas (population, public organizations, business entities,
local authorities), the key integrating element of which is local governments.

By the mechanism of implementation, this kind of cooperation is very similar to
public-private partnership (PPP), and in practice it often works like: specifically, public
functions are performed by the non-governmental sector [12]. However, there is a
significant difference between these two phenomena of interaction between the state and
the rest of the stakeholders. In the case of PPPs, despite the term “partnership”, which
supposes the joint efforts and equality of the parties of the agreement, in fact there is a
transfer of power from the state to private business in creating of common use
infrastructure, production of goods and services, traditionally considered as a monopoly
of the state and settlement between the parties in this regard the following issues:
distribution of responsibilities, risks, obligations for financial support, design,
construction, maintenance, operation, ownership, participation in the management and
distribution of profits, based on the principles of equality, openness, non-discrimination,
competitiveness, efficiency and minimizing of risks and costs. That is, such relations are
more similar to public procurement, where the customer and, at the same time, the
supervisory authority for the implementation of the agreement is the state [13].
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Local Partnership supposes joining the efforts of stakeholders to respond to
challenges and address the problems of the territory development based on the principles
of partnership, equality, openness, transparency, accountability, complicity, agreeing of
participant’s objectives and non-discrimination (Figure 1). In practice, it can be formed
on a contractual basis in the form of a local partnership agreement, or by establishing a
special purpose vehicle as a separate legal entity.

Local authorities and self- Non-governmental Religious
governance organizations organizations

International|p

National legislature rogrammers

International legislature

Public Local Partnership Agreement or

institutions Special Purpose Vehicle > Business
(Consortium of companies)

Regional and local
regulations

International agreements
nter-municipg| cooperatio

agreements
A\ 4
Business development Civil movements Donors and grantors
institutions and initiatives

Figure 1. Relationships in Local Partnerships
Source: compiled by the author.

As can be seen from the figure above, all the stakeholders can be divided into three
main groups, which differ significantly by their interests: the state, business and civil
society institutions. Thus, the state is represented by local authorities and self-
government, as well as government institutions such as schools, hospitals, kindergartens,
cultural establishments and more. In this case, it plays a social, coordinating and
controlling role. The main objectives here will be to protect the interests of society,
especially its most vulnerable stratum, and to ensure that all stakeholders comply with
existing legislation, in particular on the quality and affordability of infrastructure services
(when their provision is transferred to private business) [14].

The main motivation of business is profit maximization. Involvement of this
participant in the Local Partnership and empowerment to perform some functions of local
government will give an opportunity to attract private sector resources, such as financial,
technological, managerial, human, which allows not only to solve the problem of lack of
available resources of local communities, but also to introduce technological managerial,
marketing and other innovations, as well as the experience of private business in better
meeting the needs of consumers. All this will ultimately lead to a better use of available
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local resource potential and the provision of services in appropriate volumes and quality in
relation to today's requirements. Private business here will get new opportunities to expand
the market [15]. The general purpose of the functioning of civil society institutions is an
achieving of a social effect. In particular, if they are business development institutions,
such as business centers, established in the form of a non-governmental organization,
their activities are aimed on stimulating entrepreneurial initiative of the population by
conducting training or consulting to increase the number of businesses or encourage self-
employment. In addition, civil society institutions in the course of their activities defend
the interests of certain groups of the population and control the activities of the
government itself. They may also be entrusted with certain social functions that are
financially unattractive to private business, such as the maintenance of orphanages or
nursing homes at public expense or grant funding. In this regard, donors or grantors must
be mentioned who provide funds for the implementation of local partnership projects. In
many cases, for the purpose of receiving of a grant they require the formation of such
local partnerships in the form of a consortium of participants from the state and the non-
governmental sector [16].

The legal basis for the functioning of such entities is, first of all, national
legislation and the regional and local levels regulations. Perspectives in this sense are
agreements on Inter-Municipal Cooperation — arrangements that encompass two or more
administrative-territorial units; they are considered to be effective tool in the
implementation of large-scale infrastructure projects, when one locality is unable to
implement them alone. Also, as sources of legal regulation of Local Partnerships,
international agreements, international legislation and international programs ratified by
the Supreme Council of Ukraine are used. The latter is usually a source of grant funding
for local partnership projects. As an example, the so-called Neighborhood programs
initiated by the European Union can be mentioned, which are designed to finance
agreements on cross-border cooperation of border territorial communities of neighboring
countries on the borders with EU countries [17].

2. BENEFITS AND LIMITATIONS OF USING LOCAL PARTNERSHIPS

Generalization of theoretical research [3-5] and practical results of individual local
projects in rural areas of Ukraine allowed identifying a number of advantages and
limitations of using local partnerships (Table 1).

Table 1. Advantages (opportunities) and limitations of using local partnerships in rural areas of
Ukraine

Advantages (opportunities) | Limitation

economic character

attracting private business resources and grant funds | insufficient level of opportunities and experience of
cooperation with private sector and attracting of

grant funds
employment promotion, including self-employment, | insufficient diversification of the population
income diversification of the rural population employment
financial support of regional programs insufficient transparency in the distribution and

spending of funds
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mobilization of all types of resources, creation of
additional value at all stages of cooperation

insufficient level (or improper condition) of certain
types of resources (for example, depreciation of
fixed assets)

distribution of benefits (effects), responsibilities and
risks

disproportionate distribution of responsibilities and
risks, imbalance in obtaining the effect

solving infrastructural problems of rural
development

selective nature of projects implementation due to
the lack of sufficient funds in communities

development of interregional cooperation at the
level of adjacent rural areas, including within Euro
regions

low level of preparation of domestic grant projects,
which limits their selection for the implementation
in the early stages of evaluation

increasing the effectiveness of economic, social and
environmental policies, maximally adapting them to
local needs and opportunities by deepening the level
of differentiation, specificity, responsibility to
respond to the needs of individual social groups of
local communities

contradictory (in some cases general) nature of
strategies and annual programs of rural
development, low level of monitoring and control of
the implementation of measures declared in
program documents, non-implementation of
program measures due to underfunding

organizational and legal nature

availability of a regulatory framework sufficient for
successful implementation of partnership projects
and stimulating the development of rural areas; its
gradual improvement (Law of Ukraine “On Public
and Private Partnership™?; directive of the Cabinet
of Ministers “On Approval of the Rural
Development Concept”?; directive of the Cabinet of
Ministers of Ukraine “On Approval of the Action
Plan for the Implementation of the Rural
Development Concept’™)

lack of the unified approach to the definition of
“local partnership”, differences in the terminology
and interpretation of the partnership essence in
domestic and European legislation, lack of bylaws
regulating local partnership; a number of measures
to stimulate the development of rural areas remain
exclusively declared; a significant gap in the timing
of the adoption of certain regulations

support of local projects by international
organizations

one-time, short-term nature of projects, limited
dissemination of the experience

support of some local projects at the national level,
implementation of national programs for rural
development (“Ridne Selo”, Poltava)

pilot (selective) nature of projects, support of
individual regions, unclear selection criteria, limited
access to the information on project results

social character

establishing a dialogue and developing a culture of
cooperation between different contractors both
within a single territory and in an interregional
context

conflict of interests of individual communities due
to specific characteristics of the individual
territories’ development; different activity of
partners in the partnership implementation

solving common problems of local development

lack of awareness and level of perception and
support of the local population

! Law of Ukraine No. 2404-VI “On Public and Private Partnership”. (2010, July). Retrieved from

https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/2404-17#Text.

2 Directive of the Cabinet of Ministers No. 995-r “On Approval of the Rural Development Concept”.
(2015, September). Retrieved from https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/995-2015-%D1%80#Text.
3 Directive of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine No. 489-r “On Approval of the Action Plan for the

Implementation of the Rural

Development

Concept”. Retrieved from

https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/489-2017-%D1%80# Text.
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a platform formation for the dissemination of
innovations and pilot projects for local development

low level of the information technology
development in rural areas; inaccurate data about
partners

Interests protection of the local community at the
national level by taking into consideration a number
of common needs of different territories at the
national level

in the context of limited resources, priorities for the
implementation and state support are given to
individual territories which interests are lobbied at
the highest level

development of common “rules of conduct”,
improvement of means, methods and rules of the
interaction between interested players

corruption schemes of certain agreements, a system
of “kickbacks” and “conspiracies” at all levels of
government, lobbying the interests of individual

agricultural holdings or individuals

Source: compiled by the author.

Motives for new forms of the interaction at the level of rural areas are:

— pooling and combining available human and financial resources from the public
and private sectors to obtain a tangible economic effect from their use;

— uniting members of rural communities around collective projects and multi-
sectorial actions in order to achieve a synergistic effect, equalizing the competitiveness of
rural areas;

— strengthening cooperation and mutual dialogue between different participants of
rural development, eliminating possible interpersonal conflicts, reaching an agreement
through discussion and consultation;

— support for the process of adaptation to changes taking place in the agricultural
sector in the united territorial communities (for example, changes in the quality standards
of agro-industrial products or promotion channels), environment, quality of life through
the rural economy diversification, etc.

In addition, there are a number of common restrictions on the use of the local
partnership instrument in rural areas of Ukraine: imperfection of legislation, lack of
bylaws to regulate various aspects of local partnership; short-term (one-time, selective)
nature of local partnership projects, which positive experience does not extend to other
territories; impossibility of implementing local partnerships in areas where there is no
awareness and support of local communities; insufficient development of information
and communication technologies in rural areas, which reduces the mobility of certain
factors of production and negatively affects the level of the goods availability (goods,
services, work, information, etc.) to rural residents.

Analysis of the experience of implementing local projects for the rural areas
development by international organizations in Ukraine [18; 19] shows that in order to
avoid / mitigate conflicts of interest of stakeholders in the formation of local partnerships
in rural areas, one should be guided by the following principles:

— openness to all partners operating in the territory — anyone can join the
partnership on the principles adopted by the group;

— equality of all partners — the voice of each partner is equally important;

— apolitical character in partnership — the partner group does not represent the
views of political parties and acts for the whole society;

— joint responsibility of partners for results and risks;
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— activity and integration of partners who jointly implement the strategy of the
group, and each of which invests in the strategy, according to their capabilities, their
intellectual, technical, logistical and financial resources;

— representativeness — each sector is represented by a number of entities adequate
to the number of entities operating in the region;

— clarity and transparency of the partnership — all activities within the partnership,
including the leader, are open, and each partner has equal access to information.

The above allows to determine the stages of the development of effective local
partnership in rural areas:

I. Diagnosing (needs of partners and residents of rural areas; areas of the planned
partnership; possible stakeholders; likely effects on the territory of the partnership and
beyond; scenarios of the territory development before and after the project).

II. Preparation of a local project (organization of the interaction of interested
parties (presentation of the idea of partnership to communities and stakeholders,
acquaintance with previous experience, meetings with potential partners from related
fields); search for investors, preparation and conclusion of contracts; analysis of the
potential of rural areas, available resources and risks, opportunities for economic, social
and other benefits).

III. Building a partnership (strategic support of the partnership (idea, mission,
goals, objectives); structure and terms of partnership (creation of working groups,
distribution of powers, responsibilities and risks of the parties, degree of participation,
term of the project implementation); partnership program (verification of goals, program
activities, detailed plans, ensuring equal access to information); funds
accumulation(creation of a fund for the local partnership implementation — community
funds, public funds, grant funds, funds of private investors) with a fixed contribution of
each party; determination of expected results and criteria for their effectiveness).

IV. Partnership implementation (fulfillment of the schedule of planned works).

V. Monitoring of the stages of the partnership implementation and quality of the
obtained results according to certain criteria: quantitative (indicators characterizing
economic growth, quality of life and sustainable development of the environment, etc.)
and qualitative (raising awareness and perception of the local partnership mechanism by
partners, residents, gaining new knowledge and experience , strengthening the
cooperation between partners, strengthening the competitiveness of local producers,
developing new forms of business, promoting employment, increasing the level of
satisfaction of residents, reducing social tensions, reducing the outflow of young people,
etc.).

VI. Continuation of measures to implement the goals of the partnership on a long-
term (permanent) basis and promote the partnership (promoting the results and positive
experience of the partnership in other areas, for other activities; expanding the network of
stakeholders; modifying the partnership; reporting, new partnerships).

According to the latest research of the International Labor Organization [20], one
of the most promising forms of local partnership in rural areas in today's realities is the
resumption of the cooperative movement. Activities of cooperatives are based on social
responsibility in matters of environmental protection, food safety and combating
unemployment, therefore, their formation in rural areas will have a positive impact on the
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employment growth, infrastructure development, promote self-realization, self-
government and collective protection of community interests. Pilot projects for the
formation of communal cooperatives are already working in Ukraine (Poltava region).
Therefore, this practice should be extended to other regions, taking into consideration all
the benefits and identified risks. In addition, the introduction of agricultural clusters
(“Medvino”, “Frumushika-Nova”, “Resort Koblevo”, “Dykanka all year round”, “Gorbo
Gory”) has been started at the national level as the platforms for sustainable rural
development in 5 pilot regions of Ukraine. In the formation system of agricultural
clusters at the initial stages of their formation, it is local projects that can act as a catalyst
for economic growth in rural areas.

CONCLUSIONS

The problem of asymmetric distribution of benefits and advantages requires the adoption
of collective measures in rural areas aimed at a fairer distribution of the effect. Given the
complexity and versatility of this problem, we believe that a local partnership is one of
the mechanisms to intensify the development of rural areas in the face of limited
financial resources. Advantages (opportunities) and limitations of the use of local
partnership should be grouped by economic, organizational, legal and social
characteristics. Increased economic benefits from pooling resources, cooperating in
activities, reducing risks, promoting employment and diversifying incomes are the main
economic benefits. Advantages of implementing the local partnership of organizational
and legal nature are related to the availability and gradual improvement of the regulatory
framework sufficient for successful implementation of partnership projects, support for
the implementation of local projects by international organizations and at the national
level. Social benefits of the local partnership are due to its use as a platform for spreading
innovation in rural areas in order to improve the quality of life, solve common problems
of local development, gain best practices, information and communication support,
protect the interests of local communities at the national level.

However, it was found that there are a number of restrictions on the use of the local
partnership instrument in rural areas of Ukraine, including the absence / limitation of a
prolonged effect from the implementation of local partnership projects; impossibility to
implement local partnerships in the areas where there is no awareness and support of
local communities, etc. In these conditions, the main motive for using local partnership to
stimulate the development of rural areas of Ukraine is to support the process of their
adaptation to changes in the united territorial communities under the influence of
European integration processes, which should be based on openness, equality, apolitical
character, joint economic and social responsibility. Given the above, the process of
consistent implementation of the local partnership in rural areas should include the
following stages: diagnosing interests of stakeholders and the environment, partnership
preparation, strategic support of partnership building, partnership implementation,
monitoring of partnership implementation stages and quality of results obtained
according to certain criteria, continuation of measures to implement partnership goals on
a long-term (permanent) basis and promotion of partnership activities to other territories
and activities.
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In modern conditions, one of the promising forms of local partnership in rural areas

is cooperation, the use of which will fully implement the above benefits through an
organic combination of personal and collective interests of the rural population and their
key partners. Prospects for further research should focus on finding new opportunities
and forms of the local partnership for the development of integrated structures in rural
areas of Ukraine, within which united territorial communities can develop.
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